



   MAKING CONTACT


Last week we discussed the fact that a lot of people would answer the question, “To you, who is Jesus Christ?”, and noted that most would give an answer such as, “Jesus is the Son of God or He is a man who died on the cross..  he is God’s only begotten Son.


We noted that that would be the correct theological statement, but it is also very impersonal..   If I were to ask you that question, I would hope you would say, “He is MY Lord and Savior.”


The “MY” would indicate that you have a personal relationship with the Lord.


Asking that question might give a bit more insight as to where the person is really coming from.  The truth is, a lot of people would give these answers from a general knowledge, yet not have a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus.


Having noted that, we move on to the next question.  To open the door a little further, the next question would be, “Do you believe in heaven or hell?”

Probably most people would answer “Yes”, they do believe in heaven and hell.  If the answer is, “yes”, then you might ask, “If you died, where would you go?”  This question is for the purpose of seeing what this person is thinking.


Most will say that they hope that they will go to heaven.  After all, no one really wants to go to hell.  But now the conversation is opening up a bit more.


If the person says, “They hope so”, then you might further the conversation by asking, “Why would God let you in?”  This should elicit some reasoning by the person as to why they feel they are entitled to go to heaven.


Again, this may help to see of what the person is thinking I terms of these issues. 


If a person says, “No”, then you might casually ask, “If what you are believing is not true, would you want to know?


Now this is a crucial question.  Here you will begin to get the feel for how interested the person is interested in his future in terms f his spirituality. 


People fear missing opportunities because of not knowing the right information.  There are only two possible answers to this question, “yes or no”.


If the answer is “yes”, you have the permission to go on to the next phase. You now have the opportunity to begin sharing the RIGHT ANSWERS for the person’s understanding.


This is where your memorized Bible verses will come into play as you describe the need and solution to being spiritually lost.


If the answer is, “No”, just remain silent. Not always, but usually the person will say, “Well, aren’t you going to tell me?” THAT is when you reach for your Bible to show the person the truth of God’s Word for their lives.


If they do not ask for answers, then you are done until the opportunity presents itself again.


Now it is important to remember that, if this is how the encounter ends up, you have NOT failed!  YOU have done your part!  That is what God will honor.


The next question for us is, “How do we begin after we have made contact with someone with whom we want to share the Good News of Christ?”

Always begin with prayer, if not openly in the presence of the contact, at least in the privacy of your own heart. Reach out to God to ask Him to help you to say the right thing, in the right way.


Pray for open doors, for wisdom, strength and courage to take advantage of the opportunity.  Pray for open hearts and for the prospect to have ease of heart to understand.


Don’t be intimidated.  Most of those with whom you will come in contact will be novices and their spiritual knowledge of spiritual matters will be quite limited. Of course, there is the possibility of reaching someone who is fairly well versed in the Bible.  God will provide. (Good preparation is always essential in evangelizing).


It would be good to find some quiet place alone from the frantic hustle of the world.  This would allow both to think more clearly about what is being offered avoid interruptions.


Remember, as you begin sharing, the contact’s beliefs are as sacred to him as yours are to you.   As you listen to him you may feel his views are foolish, but they are NOT to him.  These may change as the light comes in.


Never ridicule his beliefs.  Just share the difference in what he believes and what God’s Word reveals, where there are differences.


Don’t argue or be belligerent. That may set up a wall of rejection.  Stay calm and cordial, no matter what if they are not the same.


Remember too, that when you start the conversation, try and not let the contact jump around on you.  Stay focused as best you can.


Now the question comes, “What to say?”  (A couple of approaches here)


As you confront the person with whom you are concerned, you might begin: “John, there has been something I’ve been wanting t talk with you about for some time and that is your relationship God and your soul’s salvation.”


“I feel guilty for not having spoken to you about this and I am sorry.  I was wondering how you felt that if you were die tonight, do you know for certain that you would have home in heaven?  (Wait for his answer).


If he says he is not sure, then you should ask him if you might share with him from the Bible how he can be sure.  (Here again you can use your Biblical memorization to help the contact understand what God’s Word has to say about this kind of a situation). Either begin there or set a time to study and share later.


At the meeting or at this point of contact, you should establish whether or not this person believes in the authority of the Bible as a guide for life.


Once there is an agreement to look at the Word, you should begin with Romans 3:10, “There is not righteous, no, not one.”


Beginning with the verse, you can explain how all are guilty of sin and therefore in need of salvation.  The contact MUST understand this aspect of the Gospel.


From there you need to explain about confession of sins, asking for forgiveness, accepting Jesus as Lord, and commitment to serve Him.  As an evangelizer, you need to be well versed in these four things so that you can competently and graciously share with him what these mean and where in God’s Holy Word these can be validated.


If after the sharing of the Good News, there is no decision for Christ, try and set up another meeting to further discuss the person’s need.  Leave the door open for the contact to reach you if he feels the need for more information about this situation.


